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VAISAKHI GREETINGS TO THE

SIKH NATION

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, this
Saturday, April 13, is Vaisakhi, the birthday of
the Sikhs. It marks the day on which the last
of the Sikh gurus, Guru Gobind Singh, con-
secrated the Khalsa Panth. It is the Sikhs’
most important holiday. I would like to take
this opportunity to wish the Sikhs in America,
In Khalistan, and around the world a happy
Vaisakhi Day.

This important occasion is usually marked
with parades and services in the Gurdwara. It
should also be a time for the Sikh Nation to
focus on freedom.

Sikhs have made many contributions to this
country. They have been leaders in agri-
culture, law, medicine, and many other fields.
One Sikh, Dr. Dalip Singh, a mathematics pro-
fessor from California, served two terms in this
House from 1959–63. He was the first person
from the subcontinent to serve in Congress.

As is the regular practice, Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan,
has issued a Vaisakhi Day greeting to the
Sikh Nation. He urges the Sikhs to use this
occasion to begin a peaceful movement to re-
claim their lost sovereignty and freedom. I
urge all my colleagues to read this outstanding
letter.

The time has come for America to cut off its
aid to India and to support a free and fair
plebiscite on independence in Punjab,
Khalistan, in Kashmir, in Christian Nagaland,
and in the many nations seeking their freedom
from India. These are the best measures to
ensure freedom, peace, security, and pros-
perity in South Asia.

VAISAKHI MESSAGE TO THE SIKH NATION, MAR.
25, 2002.

KHALSA JI: Wahe Guru Ji Ka Khalsa, Wahe
Guru Ji Ki Fateh!

This is a time of celebration of our 303rd
anniversary of the Khalsa Panth. It is also
time to look back at our history. The Guru
gave sovereignty to the Khalsa Panth. (‘‘In
grieb Sikhin ko deon Patshahi.’’) Banda
Singh Bahadur established the first Khalsa
rule in Punjab from 1710 to 1716. Then there
was a period of persecution of the Sikhs.
Again Sikhs established a sovereign, inde-
pendent rule from 1765 to 1849, when the Brit-
ish annexed the Sikh homeland, Punjab, into
British India.

To regain freedom from the British, Sikhs
were on the front line of the fight. The Sikh
Nation gave about 80 percent of the sac-
rifices during this freedom struggle when
they formed only 1.5 percent of the Indian
population. At the time of the independence
of India, Sikhs were equal signatories to the
transfer of power from the British. Muslim
leader Mohammed Ali Jinnah was very wise
and well educated and he did not trust the
majority Hindu leadership. He got an inde-
pendent Pakistan for the Muslims. The Sikh
leadership should have gotten an inde-
pendent country for the Sikhs at that time,
but they were fooled by the Hindu leadership
of Nehru and Gandhi so Sikhs took their
share and joined India on the promise that
they would have the glow of freedom in the
northwest part of India.

Khalsa Ji, we have seen this ‘‘glow of free-
dom’’ in the form of the attack on the Gold-

en Temple in June 1984, when over 20,000
Sikhs were killed in Punjab in a single
month. The next massacre of Sikhs occurred
after the assassination of Indira Gandhi in
Delhi. There was a mass murder of Sikhs
throughout India, including Delhi. The Sikhs
were pulled out of trains and burned alive.
Sikh truck drivers were pulled out of their
trucks. Tires were put around their necks by
Hindu militants and they were burned to
death. In Punjab, this genocide continued
under Beant Singh’s government. Sikhs were
arrested, tortured, and then cremated and
their bodies were declared ‘‘unidentified.’’

Since 1984, over 250,000 Sikhs have been
murdered. 52,268 are rotting in Indian jails
under TADA, which expired in 1995. Many of
them have be in illegal custody since Oper-
ation Bluestar in 1984. Only last month, 42
Members of the U.S. Congress wrote to Presi-
dent Bush to get these political prisoners re-
leased. Jaswant Singh Khalra, who exposed
the government killing of Sikhs in fake en-
counters, became a victim of the Indian po-
lice himself. He was kidnapped outside his
house and murdered in police custody. He
documented 6,018 Sikhs who were secretly
cremated by the government in three crema-
tion grounds, Patti, Tarn Taran, and
Durgiana Mandir. Subsequently, Punjab
Human Rights Organization (PHRO) chair-
man Justice Ajit Singh Bains said that
about 50,000 Sikhs were secretly cremated in
this manner. Even Akal Takht Jathedar
Gurdev Singh Kaunke was murdered by SSP
Swaran Singh Ghotna and then his body was
disposed of.

The Badal government was forced to con-
duct an inquiry into the killing of Jathedar
Kaunke. It was done by three Punjab police
officials under the leadership of DIG Tiwari.
He submitted a report to the Badal govern-
ment, which has not been made public as of
today. How could a democratically elected
Akali government hide the murder of the
Akal Takht Jathedar by not releasing this
report, which was conducted by its own
order?

The Badal government was the most cor-
rupt one in Punjab’s history. They invented
a new term for bribery: ‘‘fee for service.’’ If
you didn’t pay the fee, you didn’t get the
service. There was a fixed amount of money
for government jobs. Bags of money were re-
ceived by Mrs. Badal in return for these jobs.
The Punjab economy deteriorated under
Badal and the Punjab government had its
largest debt ever. It is bankrupt now. Badal
made three promises to get elected. He
promised to free the political prisoners, to
punish the police officers who carried out
atrocities against the Sikh Nation, and to
appoint a commission to investigate atroc-
ities. He did not keep any of them.

The Sikh leadership is completely under
Indian government control, whether it is the
Akali leadership of Badal, Tohra, Mann, and
others or the Congress leadership of Punjab
under Captain Amarinder Singh or former
Chief Minister Mrs. Bhatthal. Changing par-
ties and faces every election will not solve
the problems of the Sikh Nation. Congress is
no better than the Akalis and the Alkalis
proved to be the worst enemies of the Sikh
Nation. How could an Akali government
keep 52,268 Sikhs in jail without charge or
trial for the last 16 years? It is shameful and
a black mark on the present Akali leader-
ship. They have cashed in on the sacrifices
and good will of the pre-independence Akali
leadership.

Khalsa Ji, the only solution to this quag-
mire is the formation of a Khalsa Raj Party
under new, honest, dedicated, and committed
leadership. The time is now to do it. Let’s
not waste time and prolong the suffering and
agony of the Sikh Nation under the present
corrupt Akali leadership which is controlled

by the Indian government and is determined
to wipe out the Sikh Nation and the Sikh re-
ligion. The only remedy is to sever our rela-
tionship with Delhi completely, once and for
all, and declare the independence from India
and start a peaceful agitation to free the
Sikh homeland, Punjab, Khalistan.

The victory of the Congress Party was a
massive rejection of the Akalis, who were
elected five years ago to reject the Congress
Party. However, the Congress Party remains
the enemy of the Sikh Nation. In the last
two elections, the Sikh Nation has soundly
rejected both parties. Neither supports the
interests of the Sikh Nation; neither can be
trusted by the Sikh Nation. The time has
come to discard the present Akali leadership
that has betrayed the Sikh Nation.

We must press for action against the police
officials who carried out the police kidnap-
ping and murder of human-rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra. These would be good
first steps for the Sikh leadership and for the
new government in Punjab. But we must
continue to pursue our ultimate goal of free-
ing the Sikh homeland, Punjab, Khalistan.

The Sikh Nation is sovereign and it must
have its sovereign, independent country.
Guru gave sovereignty to the Khalsa Panth.
Remember ‘‘Raj Kare Ga Khalsa.’’ Sikhs can
never forgive or forget the desecration of the
Golden Temple. This is the history and tradi-
tion of the Sikh Nation. The time has come
to form a Khalsa Raj Party to liberate
Khalistan. The new Sikh leadership must
launch a Shantmai Morcha to liberate our
homeland. The only way the Sikh Nation can
prosper is to free the Sikh homeland, Pun-
jab, Khalistan. The freedom of the Sikh Na-
tion will bring prosperity, stability, and
peace to Punjab and to South Asia.

Panth Da Sewadar,
Dr. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,
President, Council of Khalistan.
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TRIBUTE TO MAYOR DONALD
FRACASSI

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002
Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I would

like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
Mayor Donald F. Fracassi, city of Southfield,
and thank him for his extraordinary contribu-
tions to southeastern Michigan. A long-time
community activist, every person with whom
he has worked and the people of Southfield,
Michigan, are eternally grateful for all he has
accomplished in his more than three decades
of public service.

Dean of Southeast Michigan mayors, Don-
ald has also been a Southfield businessman
since 1957. He is chairman of the South Oak-
land County Mayors Association and founder
of the Eight Mile Boulevard Association. Mayor
Fracassi has also been involved in the Na-
tional League of Cities, Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG), and the
Michigan Association of Mayors and Metropoli-
tan Affairs Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Donald Fracassi
is a man of great dedication and commitment
to his community. The Jewish War Veterans
and Ladies Auxiliary, the Southfield Business
and Professional Women’s Club, and the Air
Force Association Straubel Chapter #369 have
all recognized his outstanding service. Mayor
Fracassi has also served as the Honorary Co-
Chair of the United Negro College Fund May-
ors’ Scholarship Ball since 1996, and serves
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as Honorary Host for such events as Israel’s
50th Anniversary Celebration, the Arab Com-
munity Center for Economic and Social Serv-
ices Anniversary Banquet, and the Annual
Lem Tucker Scholarship Program.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I submit this tribute to
be included in the archives of the history of
our country. It is men like Donald who make
this Nation great. Although Southfield is sad to
lose his services, I wish him well in his future
endeavors.
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TED MALIARIS

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commend Ted Maliaris for his dedication to
our great nation through his music. Ted is
leading the ‘‘A Tribute to America Tour’’ fol-
lowing the tragic events of September 11.

Ted was born is South Florida in January of
1969. Music has long been a part of his life,
inspired particularly by his grandmother and
the sweet sounds of her violin. A farmer by
trade, Ted feels a close connection to the land
of this great country, and he used his time on
the farm to develop the music which he now
shares with so many people. Two years after
deciding to follow his dream, Ted had even re-
corded his first album with The London Sym-
phony Orchestra.

To stir inspiration and patriotism all across
America, Ted Maliaris is now touring the
United States preforming ‘‘A Tribute to Amer-
ica—A 21st Century Anthem’’ which was com-
posed by his mother, Ann S. Miller, who dedi-
cated the Anthem to the men and women of
our Armed Forces.

I urge all our colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to a great American, Ted Maliaris.

f

TRIBUTE TO DR. J. PATRICK
MORAN

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a great American patriot, Dr. J. Pat-
rick Moran of Corpus Christi.

Dr. Moran is a much beloved physician in
the Coastal Bend of Texas and is being hon-
ored by the Spohn Health System next week
with the Physician Leadership Award. He is
receiving this recognition for his excellence in
health care service to our community.

Dr. Moran has practiced medicine for 40
years at Spohn Hospital, and prior to that, in-
terned at hospitals around the world. That
international experience prepared this Min-
nesota native for much of what he has seen
in his South Texas practice.

The totality of his experience makes him the
‘‘go-to’’ guy for young doctors and other health
care providers in the area who get stumped
on a medical question.

I consider Dr. Moran a brother and depend
on him for wise counsel, as well as for back
channel information about what is being said
in Corpus Christi regarding a host of issues.
He knows what people are saying.

We remain very close and keep in touch
with each other despite our wild schedules.
Dr. Moran literally has his finger on the pulse
of the community and works hard to find ways
to improve quality of life for our citizens.

He is a giant in the South Texas area and
in the larger Texas medical community, and I
am delighted he is receiving the recognition he
so richly deserves. He embodies all that a
doctor should be.

This man of faith holds a special place in
the hearts of many of our friends and neigh-
bors. Like many great men, he is supported by
his beautiful wife of many years, Nancy, and
their children, Pat Jr., Serena, Colleen, and
Maria.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending this special patriot. Please join
me and the Spohn Health System in honoring
him for the work of his lifetime with the Physi-
cian Leadership Award.

f

HONORING MORRIS AND SCOTT
ATLAS

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Morris and Scott Atlas upon their receipt of the
Karen H. Susman Jurisprudence Award from
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL). For 15
years, the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defa-
mation League has recognized leaders within
the legal community for exemplary contribu-
tions to the legal community and the award,
named in memory of Karen H. Susman, a dis-
tinguished civic leader and former chair of the
ADL regional board, salutes the recipient’s
outstanding civic activities and their continued
dedication to the mission of the ADL.

It is certainly fitting that this year’s recipients
are Morris and Scott Atlas. They have been
long-time friends of my family and myself and
are two of the most distinguished individuals I
know. Morris Atlas is among the ‘‘builders’’ of
today’s Rio Grande Valley and a leader of the
University of Texas School of Law, from which
he graduated. His son, Scott Atlas, is among
the most prominent litigators in Texas. His cli-
ents have included both powerful corporations
and the least powerful within our society.
Above all, Scott, like his father, has been ac-
tive in the development of Houston as a world-
class city.

Morris Atlas is the Managing Partner of the
McAllen, TX, law firm, Atlas & Hall, L.L.P.,
which he founded in 1952. Morris has worked
hard to expand and improve higher education
in the state of Texas. He chaired the Pan
American University Board of Regents and
was instrumental in the effort to bring that in-
stitution into the University of Texas System.
His involvement was instrumental in securing
$245 million in improvement funding for five
South Texas universities in the UT System.
He is a Life Member Trustee and part Presi-
dent of the UT Law School Foundation and
currently chairs the Chancellor’s Council of the
UT System.

Morris has long been committed to the de-
livery of health care and human services. He
has served on the boards of McAllen General
Hospital and the Vannie E. Cook, Jr. Cancer
Center, the Scott & White Memorial Hospital

Board of Visitors, the State Board of Public
Welfare Task Force for the Evaluation of Med-
icaid, and the Senate Committee for the Study
of Human Services Delivery. He was a leader
in the efforts to bring a university rural health
care program to South Texas.

Scott Atlas’ service to the community has
earned him the praise and respect of his col-
leagues and neighbors. A partner at Vinson &
Elkins L.L.P., Scott is a graduate of Yale and
the University of Texas School of Law, where
he was Editor-in-Chief of the Texas Law Re-
view. He has built a reputation as an out-
standing trial lawyer in business disputes and
a leader and innovator in the delivery of pro
bono legal services. He recently argued suc-
cessfully before the U.S. Supreme Court, and
obtained his client’s release from a life sen-
tence. He is currently Chair-Elect of the Amer-
ican Bar Association’s 65,000-member Section
of Litigation and previously served as a mem-
ber of its governing Council and Executive
Committee.

Scott is largely responsible for Vinson & Elk-
ins’ national reputation as an innovator of pro
bono legal services. The law firm has received
numerous local, state and national awards for
their work. In 1983, Scott organized the Texas
Appointment Plan, which recruited and now
coordinates over 125 law firms statewide to
provide volunteer attorneys to indigents on
federal court appeals. Scott has received the
ABA’s Pro Bono Award for ‘‘contribut[ing] sig-
nificant work toward developing innovative ap-
proaches to the delivery of volunteer legal
services to the poor,’’ and was named ‘‘Law-
yer of the Year’’ by the Mexican American Bar
Association of Houston.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Anti-Defama-
tion League in recognizing the selflessness
and commitment to the public good of Morris
and Scott Atlas. The Atlas family tradition of
service to the community is an example for fu-
ture generations. The work of these two men
gives life to the mission of the Anti-Defamation
League—standing steadfast on the front-lines
against racism, prejudice and bigotry of all
kinds. I commend both Morris and Scott on re-
ceiving this award and more importantly, their
work to promote tolerance and build respect
among diverse racial, religious and ethnic
groups.

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHNSTOWN,
COLORADO

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Johnstown, CO, celebrating its
100th year.

Johnstown was platted by Henry J. Parish in
1902. Mr. Parish named the town in honor of
his son, John Parish, who was in a Denver
hospital ill with appendicitis at the time. Henry
Parish told his son if he got well, he would
name the town after him, hence the name
Johnstown. Many of the streets in Johnstown
were also named in honor of John’s brothers
and sisters, and these streets still exist today.

Since it’s founding, Johnstown has been a
wonderful place to live. It exemplifies the quin-
tessential country town. Johnstown’s friendly
residents enjoy strong family values and are
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